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Speaking and Listening

Express Yourself

Outline: Encouraging students, particularly first graders, to speak in class can often prove challenging. Students are shy and endless drilling of key vocabulary and phrases (the high school English class du jour) does not create an environment conducive to English conversation. This class is designed to get students working together, expressing their opinions about various Japanese and western celebrities, and competing in a series of fast-paced team games. This plan can be adapted to any class size, large or small.

Objective: To encourage students to think independently and express their own opinions, both in writing and in conversation.

Materials: A3 printed sheets, A4 work sheets, colored pens, laptop, and speakers.

Lesson Plan:

Warm-up (5 mins) Divide students into groups of 3 or 4. Distribute A3 sheets with a large picture of a celebrity on one half and a blank space on the other. I included a selection of western and Japanese celebrities and politicians. Give each group a different colored pen and instruct them to write as many different sentences about the celebrity as they can in 30 secs. Rotate sheets and repeat until every group has written on every sheet. Total up the number of sentences for each group and award points to the group who wrote the most sentences overall. I’ve found that students get pretty into this activity and, although some have particularly scathing things to say about Japanese politicians, they generally write simple descriptive sentences along the lines of: ‘He is black’, ‘She has long hair’. That’s fine as pointing this out to the class will make a nice segue to the next activity.

Flashcard Charades (5 mins) Prepare a series of flashcards with English adjectives and their Japanese translations. Keeping the students in their teams from the previous activity, call one student from each team to the front of the class, show them a flashcard and give them 30 secs to act out the vocabulary while the class shouts out their guesses. Teams will receive points if the vocabulary is guessed within the time limit. Then reveal the flashcard and have the class repeat it.

Listening Activity (10 mins) Hand out a multiple-choice worksheet. Prepare five conversations about different celebrities, what they’re famous for and your opinions of each. Have students listen to the conversations and correctly identify the person, profession, and opinion from the available answers. Check the answers together. Award points to the teams who volunteer correct answers.

Watching / Writing Activity (15 mins) Prepare five short video profiles (or just hold up some photographs and read your profiles) of five celebrities. Using the vocabulary introduced previously, have students write their opinions of the five celebrities.

Speaking (10 mins) Using their worksheets, instruct the students to interview one another about their opinions of the five celebrities. Have them complete a chart listing everyone they spoke with, the celebrity they spoke about and their opinion of said celebrity. Award points to the team who interview the most people.

Group Activity (5 mins) Repeat the warm-up task using a new set of A3 sheets (and different celebrities if you wish) Award points to the team who writes the most sentences using the new vocabulary and sentence structures learned in the lesson.

Wrap-up (5 mins) Total up the point scores and give prizes/stickers/stamps to the winning team (or 1st, 2nd and 3rd places for larger classes)

EXPRESS YOURSELF

A. WRITING ACTIVITY

1. I think that _____________________ is __________________________________________________________________

because __________________________________________________________________

B. SPEAKING ACTIVITY

	STUDENT NAME
	CELEBRITY
	OPINION

	
	
	


