Meagan Connor
Mizuhashi SHS
Miscellaneous
Practicing Taking Notes
Target Audience: 3rd year senior high school students 
Objective: 
Many of my students have trouble listening and writing at the same time. They can copy from the board but taking notes while listening is very difficult. My aim was to increase students’ ability to write and listen simultaneously.
Materials: 
Worksheets, copies of short stories for Activity 2, paper for drawing
Procedure: 
1. Warm up: Students form pairs and play janken.  The winner comes to the front of the class, where the ALT shows them a very simple drawing (a house, a happy face, a tree, etc.)  The students then copy the image and return to their partners. The goal is for students to tell their partners how to draw the picture without showing them the original.  (10 minutes)
2. I tell the students a short story that I have written. (My story is about travelling to the moon to go space-bowling with Big Bang and being attacked by space sharks.  Anything goes.)  I explain that I am telling the story from memory, but I have written 10 key words in my notebook to help me remember.  While I tell the story, students should write down what they think is important.  Afterwards, students look at their notes and work with partners or small groups to decide on 10 key words.  Once everyone has decided on 10 words I share my original 10 words to see if they are the same.  (10 minutes)
3. Have students form groups of 4.  Give each group member a different story (more advanced students could write a story themselves.)  It should take no more than 2 minutes to read.  Give students a few minutes to practice reading the story, and then have them share it with their group.  The rest of the group members should take notes on the story.  When the story is finished, everyone in the group should write a 2-3 sentence summary of the story, based on their notes.  Repeat so that everyone in the group can read his/her story.  (25-30 minutes)
Additional Notes:
· For the warm-up, I found that it helped to review basic description words for shape, size, and direction beforehand. (Square, circle, big, small, above, under, etc.)
· The next time I teach this lesson I will preface it with an explanation of what notes are and why they are important for studying. Many of my students did not understand what notes/memos are. 
Taking notes
Listen to Meagan’s story and write down what you think is important. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Now, look at your notes and choose 10 key words. 

1. ______________________
2. ______________________
3. ______________________
4. ______________________
5. ______________________
6. ______________________
7. ______________________
8. ______________________
9. ______________________
10. _____________________

