Jared Rosa

Ryukoku Toyama SHS

Speaking and Listening- Commands


Explaining “Must” “Should” & “Can” Commands Using Sports
Target audience: High-level JHS students or First-year SHS students  
Objective: To teach commands of “must,” “should,” “can” and their negative counterparts, while making students think they are learning about sports rules. 
Materials: Game Cards (see below), A4 Paper with pictures of sports (optional), Worksheet (optional), Blackboard, and Chalk 

Procedure: 

1. Lesson [20 minutes]

a. Begin with the usual greetings and a short warm-up. 

b. Explain that today you will be teaching about sports rules and first want to review all of the words in English students know for different sports.

c. (I prepared A4 sheets of paper with blown up clip art pictures on them & magnetic backs and after students called out all of the sports I had pictures for, I wrote additional names of sports on the board underneath the pictures.)

d. After reviewing names of sports, explain that rules for sports typically involve actions that you “must,” “should,” and “can” do and actions you “must not,” “should not,” and “cannot” do. 

e. I drew the following grid on the board and wrote the first example sentence for “must.” After my JTE translated “should” and “can” for the students, they caught on, and I solicited them to make other example sentences for me to write. If students’ English levels are low, Japanese is OK for this part and the JTE can help translate. 
	MUST
	SHOULD
	CAN

	In baseball, you must use a bat.
	In soccer, you should wear spiked shoes.  
	In basketball, you can score three points sometimes.

	MUST NOT
	SHOULD NOT
	CANNOT

	In tennis, you must not hit the ball into the net. 
	In skiing, you should not fall down.
	In sumo, you cannot be on a team.


f. The students had a great deal of fun coming up with other “rules” for sports, such as “you must not take your clothes off in kendo” and “you cannot swim in a classroom,” which I also wrote on the board.

2. Game-- Sports Snatch! [15 minutes] 

a. Prepare about 10 sets of cards with pictures of different sports on them. I used the 15 most common sports I could think of, with a mix of Western sports (basketball, American football, golf, etc.) and sports my students would be more familiar with (sumo, judo, & kendo). 

b. Put students into groups of 4 and have them push their desks together. Give each group a set of cards, and have them spread out the cards across their desks.

c. Explain that you will read a few sentences about rules of a sport and as soon as students figure out which sport you are referring to, they should try to grab the card with the picture of the sport on it as fast as they can. 

d. If they are correct, they can get a point and keep the card. If they grab a card incorrectly, they lose a point.

e. Make up a few sentences about as many of the 15 sports as you have time for. For ice skating, I used: “You must wear special shoes. You can do this sport indoors or outdoors. You must do this sport on ice.” 

f. If necessary, the JTE can translate more difficult sentences in descriptions into Japanese. 

g. Whoever has the most cards / points at the end, wins!

3. Worksheet / Review [15 minutes] 

a. If time allows, have students work on a worksheet that has them circle the correct use of “must” “should” and “can” in sentences describing sports rules and write their own rules for a few sports.  

b. I attached the worksheet I used with my students, although most of the time they had so much fun with the game that we didn’t get to the worksheet!

c. However, if you can squeeze the worksheet into the class period, you’ve covered speaking, listening, reading, and writing in one lesson! 

Class _________ No _________ Name _______________________________________

Instructions: Circle the correct word in each sentence.

What are the rules of tennis?

1. You  MUST / SHOULD / CAN use a racket. 

2. You MUST / SHOULD / CAN play on a team.

3. You MUST / SHOULD / CAN play it on a court. 
What are the rules of basketball?

4. You MUST / SHOULD / CAN get three points sometimes.

5. You MUST / SHOULD / CAN  wear a jersey or sports clothes while you play. 

6. You MUST NOT / SHOULD NOT / CANNOT walk more than 3 steps with the ball.
What are the rules of volleyball?


7. You MUST / SHOULD / CAN keep the ball in the air. 


8. You MUST / SHOULD / CAN hit the ball 
               to another person or over the net.  

9. You MUST / SHOULD / CAN run all around the court. 

Instructions: Now, write 1 rule for the following sports.
Soccer

Swimming 

Baseball 

WORD BANK ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
soccer ball 
kick 
         shoes           pool

indoor

ball

bat

field 

feet 
         player          swimsuit

outdoor 
pitcher
base


goal 

hands 
   goalie        backstroke
summer
catcher
team



fun clip art goes here








clip art is my life! 
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