Christopher Beeton
Kosugi SHS
Long-Term Projects

Model U.N. Research Project
Target audience: 
First or second grade senior high school students
Objective: 
Improve student’s presentation and argumentative/persuasive writing skills.
Students, acting as representatives of a developing country, must present an argument to a model U.N. Assembly as to why their country is most deserving of a million dollars in aid money.
Materials: 
Worksheets


Access to the school library or computer suite
Procedure: 
Students are split into pairs or small groups, and choose a developing country that they will represent at the model U.N. meeting that concludes the research project.

For the first six classes, students complete three worksheets. Each worksheet requires the students to research and write the answers to three questions using books or the Internet.

Once students have spent a lesson completing a worksheet, the next lesson is spent presenting their findings to the rest of the class. Students take notes. The JTE and ALT assess each presentation and provide helpful feedback.

Having completed the three worksheets, students then take their research, adapt it into a persuasive argument, and create an accompanying poster or PowerPoint presentation.

In the final class, each group makes their presentation to the model U.N. Assembly. Students take notes, and at the end of the class vote on which country is most deserving of the aid money
Additional information: 
It can be useful to prepare a list from which students can choose their developing country, or brainstorm countries together on the blackboard as they may struggle to come up with one independently.

Make sure that students take notes during the presentations to prevent them from talking or switching off. Encourage students to take note of interesting ideas and robust arguments, and use them to improve their own work.

In order to differentiate the final U.N. meeting from the smaller presentation classes that precede it, arrange the desks into a semi-circle, place a podium at the front of the class, and put flags/nameplates for each country on the desks.
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