Ani Shageer

Goi JHS 
Long-term Projects


Country Poster Project: Hi, Friends! 2 Ch. 5
Class time needed for lesson: 5 classes
Class size taught:  20 - 40 students 
Target audience: ES 
Objective: Students do an oral presentation in groups or individually. They present the information on a poster (PowerPoint can also be used as an alternative!)
目的： ポスター（パワポ）を使用し、グループ、または個人発表ができる
Materials: The school’s computer room, internet, coloured poster paper, printer access or Microsoft PowerPoint. 
Procedure: 
1st class: At the end of class, ALT/JTE tells students to start thinking about where they would like to go and go home and search the internet or use the school library.  
2nd class:  ALT/JTE introduces the project and asks the HRT to assign groups. Students have a choice of going solo or… can work in a group with 2 to 4 members.  To motivate students, I turn the project into a poster contest as well! 
3rd class: Half of the class is spent in the computer room. Students use that time to research in their groups. ALT/JTE provides them with a worksheet to fill out. 

4th class: After a 15 minute review of the content, students spend the rest of the class printing photos or continuing their research. ALT/JTE assists students with spelling or translation. 

5th class: Students present in front of the class. Their presentations were filmed and prizes were given to students who had the best posters and presentations. 

*6th class: Students sometimes don’t do the work in their free time and in some cases might not be ready by the 5th hour.  To prevent this, ALT/JTE makes the tasks like home-work.
Additional information: 
Variations: Last year, I did this project PowerPoint-style. It took about 6 classes, but students enjoyed learning a new skill and the experience of incorporating technology and English. 

Trouble shooting: Some issues that always come up when doing this long-term lesson are stated as follows: booking the computer room, getting students to do the work on time and fitting in textbook contents with the time to research. Here’s what I found worked best!

· Book the computer room in advance: Sometimes, these rooms have schedules and you’ll need to talk to the HRT to assist in this matter. Other schools may be different so ask questions! 

· Explain the project to HRT in advance: Doing this in advance can hasten the process of students making groups and in some cases the HRT might go a step further and tell the students to start the research! 

· Explain the project to the students: The earlier the better! They can start brainstorming and you can make the task like homework. When you tell students it’s a poster contest students are motivated to bring out their best! 
· Ensuring students finish on time: Milk the idea of the poster project and set hard deadlines. This will give students the responsibility to do their work on time. I mentioned that “Late Submissions will NOT be accepted” and lead to disqualification from the poster contest. So being serious has its benefits! 

· Text book time vs. project time: The 1st class focuses on the country names and the question “where do you want to go?” So I introduce the phrase immediately.  The 2nd class focuses on the Countries and the phrases “I want to go to…”, “I want to see…” and “I want to eat…”  I skip the “colour and shape flag quiz” and the “let’s chant” and sometimes we watch one of the country videos. I make up for these by doing other activities that require a lot of speaking. It’s all streamlined to suit the objectives of the project and the aims of the lesson in general. 
Other comments: 

It takes a LOT of preparation, discussion and cooperation, but in the end it’s all worth it! Students break away from the monotony of “individual speeches” and their textbooks, and can be creative and learn about international cultures. 

With regard to the poster contest: I suggest putting the winning posters on display on the English board. Students of other grades might even be inspired by their upper classmen.

Can be applied to other lessons: “What do you want to be?” or  “What ___ do you like?” 

