

Katie Counts
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Quick Activities
Find the Star Vocabulary Game
Class Time: 10 minutes
Class Size: 12 - 40 students
Target Audience: All levels 
Objective: Students will confidently say target vocabulary, understanding meaning and pronunciation, by the end of this fun shape-based game
目的：新しく学んだ単語を使ってゲームをすることによって、慣れ親しむ。
Materials: 3-5 small shapes with magnets, flashcards, and a blackboard.

Procedure
I. Preparation  (30 - 60 minutes)
1. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The ALT will prepare 3-5 small shapes. The shapes can be printed or drawn, but should be about the size of the palm of a hand so they can be seen from the back of a class. 
a. It also helps to make the shapes different colors 
2. The ALT will place a magnet on the back of the shape to use them on a blackboard. 
II. Main Activity (5 - 10 minutes) 
1. After teaching vocabulary, the ALT places vocabulary flashcards with target English on a blackboard. The teachers will ask the students to close their eyes.
2. While students aren’t looking, the teachers will hide the 3-5 shapes under the flashcards on the board. 
a. Place shapes under difficult words so students must practice that word to find the shape.
3. When the shapes have been placed behind the flashcards, the teachers tell students to open their eyes.
4. The teachers ask for a volunteer student to raise their hand and guess which vocabulary flashcard the star is behind. 
5. The teachers will ask the whole class to say the volunteer’s word. The ALT can point to the word and say, “Ready, go.” 
6. After the class says the word, the ALT will move the card to check if the star is underneath. Feel free to add some drama to get students excited.
7. [bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]The teachers will continue until students find the star. If students find the star early, the teachers can ask students to search for all the shapes.
III. Conclusion and Feedback (2 minutes) 
1. The game is concluded once the star or all the shapes have been found. 
2. Following a game, the teachers should give positive feedback.


Additional Information 
Shapes are easy because the vocabulary is understandable for most levels, but characters like “Find Doraemon” or other simple vocabulary like fruits also work well.  

During the game, a teacher can also say, “Good night” or “Good morning” when the students need to close or open their eyes.

The JTL/JAT or ALT can also laminate the shapes for long-term use. In a pinch, the JTL/JAT or ALT can also draw the shapes using chalk. 

Be careful about the thickness of the flashcard. If it’s too thin, students can see the shape behind the flashcard.

Encourage all students to say the word before checking. 
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