Dialogic Reading for Emergent Readers:
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt
Class time needed for lesson: 2 sessions (at least 45 minutes each)
Class size taught: 20-30 students
Target audience: 1st to 6th grade ES
Objective: After the interactive reading, the students should be able to comprehend the story by recalling details from the story and sing along to the song. (READING COMPREHENSION)
目的：物語の詳細を思い出し、その曲に合わせて歌う活動を通して、英文の内容理解を助ける。
Materials: We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen (digital book is recommended for big classes), We’re Going on a Bear Hunt song, vocabulary PPT, worksheet, pencil, and crayons
Procedure: 
First Session
I. Pre-Reading
1. The teacher will show the cover of the book and ask the students to describe it.
2. The teacher will read the title and have the students say it. The students will try to decode the meaning of the title.
3. The teacher will then ask the students to predict the story based on the title and cover and may provide questions like:
a. Who are the main characters in the story?
b. What are the characters going to do?
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c. What will possibly happen to the characters?
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4. Optional, but recommended: The class will sing These Are My Glasses by The Laurie Berkner Band to get everyone ready for reading.
II. During Reading (Dialogic Reading or Interactive Read Aloud)
1. The teacher will read the first part of the story as animated as possible and have the students repeat the sentences so that they are more likely to be able to speak.
We’re going on a bear hunt!
We’re going to catch a big one.
What a beautiful day!
We’re not scared.
The students will show that they are not scared.
Uh-oh! Grass.
The students will repeat the reaction “Uh-oh!” The teacher will ask what grass is to unlock this word.

The students will repeat the sentences and/or the actions.

Long wavy grass.
We can’t go over it.
We can’t go under it.
Oh no! We’ve got to go through it.
Swishy, swashy!
Swishy, swashy!
Swishy, swashy!
The first part is crucial as it will establish the students’ participation in the reading. Let it be known to the students that from here on, they will utter the sentences and do the actions/gestures with the teacher as the class reads the story together.
2. The class will continue to read in this manner for the succeeding parts of the story and unlock the vocabulary as follows:
a. grass
b. river
c. mud
d. forest
e. snowstorm
f. cave

III. Post-Reading
1. Recall: The teacher will ask the students what they remember from the story and show the scenes mentioned as the students give their answers.
2. The students will practice the unlocked vocabulary (using the vocabulary PPT).
3. The We’re Going on a Bear Hunt song will then be played in class. The teacher will ask the students to sing along and do the actions together.
Second Session
I. Reading/Singing
1. The class will review words and lines from the story.
2. The class will read the story again or sing along to the We’re Going on a Bear Hunt song.
3. The students will read/sing along and do the actions with the teacher.
II. Activity
1. For the activity, it may vary depending on the skill focus. Here are some suggested activities for emergent readers which can be done individually, by pairs, or in groups:
Vocabulary
a. Matching words (grass, river, mud, etc.) to the pictures
b. Name the picture
c. Matching lines from the story (like “Swishy, swashy”) to the pictures
d. Guessing the words being described using gestures/drawings
e. Word hunt
f. Karuta game

	Reading Comprehension
a. Drawing the characters in the story
b. Sequencing of events
c. Completing the map by drawing missing information
d. True or False
e. Coloring the events that happened in the story
f. Quiz bee (in groups)

Additional information:
What is Dialogic Reading?
Dialogic reading is an interactive and research-based technique for reading books with students, particularly young learners. It is designed to promote language development, early literacy skills, and a love of reading. The key idea behind dialogic reading is to engage the students in a conversation about a book as opposed to simply reading it to them passively. There are important elements in dialogic reading such as prompting, wait time, repetition, and, most importantly, student participation.
To have a better understanding of dialogic reading, there are a number of credible and informative articles accessible online. Reading Rockets, for example, has provided a simple yet extensive explanation of the technique in their article: Dialogic Reading: An Effective Way to Read Aloud with Young Children. Check them out!
Medium of Instructions
Japanese and English can be used interchangeably for asking questions, prompting, or delivering instructions. When utilizing English, use language grading to encourage students to make an effort to understand what they hear. Unfamiliar and difficult words may be daunting for some students. It is important to note that students learn best when they are at ease and engaged.
Resources
The digital book is recommended for classes with at least 15 students for better visuals. To get a copy of the digital book, vocabulary PPT, and worksheets for this story, send me an email at sarahmaerellorosa@gmail.com.
