Julia Ide
Toyama Chubu SHS
Quick Activities
[bookmark: _GoBack]Let’s Compromise!
Class time needed for lesson: 15 minutes or more
Class size taught:  40 students
Target audience:  SHS - 1st Grade
Objective:  Students will be able to communicate in English in order to reach a compromise with their classmates in 2 minutes, and summarize that compromise in front of the class orally.
目的：英語でコミュニケーションを取りながら、対立する意見について２分以内で妥協案を出せるようになる。また、妥協案をまとめて口頭で説明することができるようになる。
Materials: worksheets, blackboard/projector, timer

Procedure: 
I. Introduction – 5 minutes
1. The teacher introduces the topic: “compromise.” JTL checks students' understanding of “compromise” in Japanese.
2. The teacher divides students by rows into A-san and B-san. The teacher prefaces the activity by telling students they will be practicing their speaking skills a lot!
3. Students should have the worksheet printed on their homework beforehand. The teacher asks the students to look at it according to whether they are A-san or B-san. The topics listed on the worksheet are their basic argument. (Students practiced debate skills such as making a constructive speech in a previous class, so they are familiar with stating their idea and supporting it with reasoning.) 
4. The teacher explains the basic structure of the activity: 30 seconds for A-san; 30 seconds for B-san, 1 minute to compromise. Teachers can briefly demonstrate the activity if needed.
II. Main Activity – 15 minutes
1. A-san goes first. The teacher sets the timer for 30 seconds. A-san must talk for the entire 30 seconds. The topic on the worksheet is vague so they must come up with a more elaborate and or detailed reasoning to support their idea and use all of the time.
2. B-san’s turn is next. B-san’s argument disagrees with A-san in one way or another. Again, what’s given on the worksheet is insufficient to fill 30 seconds, so encourage B-san to be creative.

3. The teacher sets the timer for 1 minute. This is the “compromise time.” Students must have listened closely to what each other said during their 30 seconds because now it’s time to find a compromise. The pair of students must come up with a solution that satisfies the both of them. If they want or need, they can take a memo on the worksheet while they talk. 
Note: It seems like a lot of my students often hesitate to speak out in class when they write things down because they’re focused on, “Is my English correct?” By saying they don’t need to take a memo, they can be more engaged in their discussion and have more spontaneous output.
4. After the 1 minute timer ends, the teacher asks students to volunteer to share what compromise they came up with. (They are usually very energetic at this point because they’ve come up with a clever compromise, so they will eagerly share.)
5. When enough students have shared, the teacher moves to the next compromise topic. Sharing time is flexible and you can cut it short or extend it to suit how much time you have in class.
6. The teacher has B-san stand and move according to the chart pictured below or the one that suits your class layout. Now with new partners, repeat the process.

Additional information: 
I often have students rotate in this odd pattern, so they are used to it. It may be confusing the first time around and take a minute or two longer, so don’t try this activity if you’re too tight on time. 
Also, at my school, the main speaking activities tend to be at the end of the class so, at some point before, I draw the seating chart and how to move on the blackboard so that it’s ready to go for the activity later. If you don’t have a projector on hand to show students how you want them to move, then plan to take some time to draw it in chalk on the blackboard. For my students, having it drawn on the board beforehand gets them excited because they know they’ll be talking to each other a lot later. They’ll volunteer more in the other classwork so that they have more time for the speaking activity.
If you do this pair activity more than once, it’s good to switch A and B roles, switch who stands and moves, or in what direction they move. This way, students can get more opportunities to stretch their legs and talk to different classmates while improving their fluency and reducing their hesitation to speak.
Feel free to fill in the compromise table with easier or more difficult topics or add or subtract the number of topics to suit your class time schedule.


	COMPROMISE (授業)
	

	Topics

	A
	B
	Compromise

	1. wants to get a dog
	is allergic to dogs
	

	2. wants to live in the country
	wants to live in the city
	

	3. wants to go watch a movie at the theater 
	wants to go mountain climbing
	

	4. wants to eat McDonalds
	wants to drink Starbucks
	


When students share their summarized compromise, the ALT or JTL can ask further questions. (i.e. How did you come up with that idea? Why? etc.) In the second topic, I had a student say, “We decided we should live in Uozu,” and that was it. So ask students to give more detail if their summary is too short. 
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