Martha DeCosta
Toyama Nishi SHS
Speaking ・ Listening
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pronunciation Pair: S and Th
Class Time: 50 minutes
Class Size: 20-30 students
Target Audience: SHS (1st or 2nd year)
Objective: Students will  be introduced to  pronouncing /s/ and /θ/ (s and th) sounds in minimal pairs and audibly recognize the difference between them. 
目的: /s/ と /θ/ (s と th) の音を含む単語のペアを発音し、それらの違いを聴覚的に認識する。
Materials: pronunciation worksheet, vocabulary cards, and slides (Canva / PowerPoint)

Procedure:
I. Introduction – 3 minutes
A. The ALT will show the class “sink” and “think” on the board or slides. Pronounce both words, then tell the students that these two words are different, even if they sound similar. There isn’t a /θ/ sound in Japanese, but there is in English.
B. The ALT demonstrates slowly and clearly, with enunciation, how to form the /θ/ sound. Teachers should encourage students to try it themselves and not worry about perfection.
C. Use a visual guide (lips/teeth/tongue position) on a screen or draw a picture for further guidance.
II. Class Practice – 5 minutes
A. The teacher passes out the worksheets after finishing the introduction.
B. Using choral repetition (teacher speaks → students speak), the teacher goes through each word in the minimal pairs chart, one by one. 
1. Use visuals on a slide for each word to make this more engaging.
2. Check students’ pronunciation and provide guidance as needed.

III. Pairs Practice – 5 minutes
A. Pair up the students and do janken (rocks, paper, scissors) to decide who starts.
B. Student A says one of the words on the chart. Student B listens carefully and points to the word they think their partner said. Switch roles until all the words have been said. Encourage students to really try for the /θ/ sound.
IV. BINGO Game – 12 minutes (*Students all know BINGO, so very little explanation is needed.)
A. Students write the 14 words in mixed order on the BINGO card, also adding the word “thanks” and 1 “free” box.
B. The JTL and ALT randomly choose words to pronounce as students listen and circle the words they hear, trying to get four in a row.
C. To make it more interesting, the energetic students could volunteer to pronounce some of the words for the rest of the class.
V. Karuta Game – 25 minutes (*This game requires one stack of vocabulary cards for each group. Print and cut the cards out before class, using the second worksheet.)
A. The teacher puts students into groups of 4 and passes out 1 stack of cards per group.
1. Move their desks together - 2 and 2 facing each other is ideal.
B. The teacher spreads out the cards, face up, on the desks.
C. The teacher (ALT or JTL) is the speaker. The students are the listeners. The speaker says one word at random, and the listeners try to find it. Claim the card by being the first to slap it. Students with the most cards win.
1. Added challenge: if a listener slaps the wrong card, they must take a break for one turn.
D. Play again with students in the speaker’s role. The teacher rotates the speaker for each word.
E. ALT and JTL should encourage competition and walk around to assist as needed.

Additional Information:
For advanced students, different words that include  /s/ and /θ/ or tongue twisters can be used as an extra challenge.
aiueophonics.com is an additional resource (animated pronunciation videos).
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Pronunciation Pair: s and th


	s
	th

	sink
	think

	sing
	thing

	seem
	theme

	some
	thumb

	pass
	path

	mass
	math

	mouse
	mouth
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BINGO: Mix and write the words on the BINGO card + “thanks” and 1 “FREE” box.
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