Allison Tesh
Takaoka Minami SHS
Speaking・Listening 
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Exploring Idioms in English
Class time needed for lesson: 50 minutes
Class size taught: Any class size
Target audience:  SHS 2nd year or higher
Objective: In one class, students will be able to learn and practice idiomatic expressions in English using speaking activities.
目的：スピーキング活動を通して慣用表現を練習して身に付けることができる。
Materials: Timer/Clock, Idiom handout, Powerpoint to display idioms, Chalkboard/Whiteboard

Procedure: 
I. Introduction/Greeting -  10 minutes
1. The JTL and ALT will greet the class and ask if the students have learned any idioms in the past and if they know the meaning of the word “idiom”.
2. The ALT will use a powerpoint to explain that idioms are expressions that don't have a literal meaning. 
a. The powerpoint should include at least one of the idioms that is used in the matching activity. 
3. The ALT and JTL will provide examples of common idiomatic expressions, such as "kick the bucket" or "hit the books." Ask students if they know any idioms in English or Japanese.
II. Idiom Matching Game (Activity) -  15 minutes
1. The ALT will create and provide each student a handout with a list of idiomatic expressions in English. On the board, the ALT will write down the meanings of the idioms mixed up. Students must match the idioms with their correct meanings in pairs or small groups. 
a. This can be made competitive. If the students enjoy competition, it can be that the group that matches all of the idioms correctly first gets a sticker.
2. The ALT will project some new idioms on the board and ask the students to guess their meaning to prepare for the next activity. The JTL will translate as needed. 
a. Depending on time constraints the ALT and JTL will talk about as many as possible.



III. Roleplay (Activity) - 15 minutes
1. The ALT and JTL will assign roles to pairs of students and provide them with a scenario where they must use an idiom in a conversation.
a. For example, one student can play the role of a boss and the other a stressed-out employee. The employee can use an idiom like "up in the air" to discuss a project's uncertainty. 
b. The ALT can make new pairs of students. If there is an uneven number of students, either the ALT or JTL can pair with someone. 
IV. Wrap-Up and Discuss (10 minutes)
1. The ALT or JTL will ask some of the roleplay pairs to stand up and demonstrate their idiom roleplay in front of the class.
a. Try to do at least one or two groups, and more if time allows, but leave enough time for a discussion.
2. The ALT and JTL will ask students to reflect on what they learned about idiomatic expressions in English.
a.  Have them share one idiom they found interesting or useful.

Additional Information: 
The main goal of this lesson is to introduce idiomatic expressions and find fun ways to use them in casual conversations! My students are at a higher level and enjoy learning “weird” and “interesting” English phrases, so idioms are a great way to introduce more fun into conversations. Also, the activities are to get the students talking and interested in using English in fun ways! 
Examples of the idiom worksheets are attached. For some expressions, I gave example sentences to make it easier on groups that were struggling, but depending on the level, this may not be needed. Also, I created boxes on my sheet so students could draw what they think the idiom means, but images could be used to make this part easier. I kept a teacher’s key with me so I wouldn’t have to make up examples on the spot if students needed hints about the meaning of each idiom. For the roleplay section, try to give students unique situations and encourage them to have fun and be creative with it! This lesson can be adapted for lower level classes.
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Fun with Idioms!

Draw what you think the idiom means! Then, cut out the idioms below and

connect them to their meaning!

"Spill the Beans”

Ex. "They spilled the
beans to me"

"Hold your horses”

"Piece of Cake”

"Break a Leg”

"Hit the nail on the
head"”

[‘Getsomeone’s Goat’’

Ex. "Don’t lef
them get your
goat”

“Cost an arm and
aleg”

“Cutting Corners’

"The Elephant in
the room"”

“Read between the
Lines"”
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"BREAK A LEG"
MEANING: IT'S A WAY TO WISH SOMEONE GOOD LUCK BEFORE A PERFORMANCE/IMPORTANT EVENT
EXAMPLE: "BREAK A LEG IN YOUR AUDITION!"

“BITE THE BULLET"
MEANING: TO FACE A DIFFICULT SITUATION
EXAMPLE: *| HAD TO BITE THE BULLET AND TELL MY MOM THE BAD NEWS"

“CUTTING CORNERS”
MEANING: DOING SOMETHING QUICKLY OR LOW QUALITY TO SAVE TIME OR MONEY
EXAMPLE: “THEY FINISHED THE PROJECT EARLY BY CUTTING CORNERS"

“HIT THE NAIL ON THE HEAD"
MEANING: TO DESCRIBE SOMETHING CORRECTLY OR BE EXACTLY RIGHT ABOUT SOMETHING
EXAMPLE: "YOU HIT THE NAIL ON THE HEAD WITH YOUR RECOMMENDATION"

"HOLD YOUR HORSES”
MEANING: A WAY TO TELL SOMEONE TO STOP OR SLOW DOWN
EXAMPLE: "HOLD YOUR HORSES! THERE'S NO NEED TO GO NOW."

“PIECE OF CAKE"

MEANING: SOMETHING VERY EASY TO DO
EXAMPLE: “THE EXAM WAS APIECE OF CAKE"

“THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM”

MEANING: A HUGE AND OBVIOUS PROBLEM THAT EVERYONE AVOIDS TALKING ABOUT
EXAMPLE: “CAN WE ADDRESS THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM?"

“COST AN ARM AND A LEG”

MEANING: TO BE VERY EXPENSIVE
EXAMPLE: “THE PLAYSTATION COSTS AN ARM AND A LEG"

“SPILL THE BEANS"

MEANING: TO REVEAL A SECRET
EXAMPLE: "DONT SPILL THE BEANS ABOUT THE SURPRISE PARTY!"

“READ BETWEEN THE LINES”
MEANING: TO UNDERSTAND A DEEPER OR HIDDEN MEANING IN SOMETHING SAID OR WRITTEN
EXAMPLE: “SHE DIDN'T SAY IT BUT | CAN READ BETWEEN THE LINES AND SHE IS UNHAPPY"

“GET SOMEONE'S GOAT"
MEANING: TO IRRITATE OR ANGER SOMEONE ELSE
EXAMPLE: “THE WAY SHE TALKS TO ME REALLY GETS MY GOAT!"





