Dear Diary
Class time needed for lesson: 1 lesson (45 minutes)
Class size taught:  30-40
Target audience: SHS - 1st year, JHS     
Objective: In one lesson, students will be able to more accurately convert verbs into simple past form and use this to write about activities they did last weekend.
目的：週末について日記を書くことを通して、動詞の現在形を正しく過去形に変換することができるようになる。
Materials: Worksheet, Presentation slides, chalk.

Procedure: 
I. Introduction – 5 minutes
1. The ALT will review simple past tense verbs to ensure student      understanding before starting the game.
2. The ALT will explain the rules of the game. The JTL can further explain if the students don’t fully understand.
II. Game: Past tense relayed – 15 minutes
1. The teachers will write five present tense verbs on the board and give a space for each team to write their answers. 
2. The students will work together in their vertical rows. 
3. The students will fill in their answers in a relay fashion. The student at the front will go first, write their answer on the chalkboard and then hand the chalk to the student sitting behind them.
a. This will continue until the game ends.     
4. The game ends when all students have filled in all the answers.
5. The first team to change all the verbs correctly and be seated with their hands up is the winner.
6. The JTL and ALT must monitor the game to check for any errors and point them out as quickly as possible to give the students time to correct the mistake and continue playing.

III. Writing activity: Diary entry – 20 minutes
1. The ALT will read out an example diary entry talking about their weekend, following the same structure given to the students. 
2. The example will be projected on the board with all past tense verbs highlighted.
3. The students will be given a worksheet with boxes to structure their writing and prompt them to what they should write about.
4. The JTL and ALT will monitor and help any students who are struggling. 
5. If the students have finished their work, they should check it with one of the teachers to make sure all the spelling and grammar is correct.
6. After the students finish writing, they will read their diary entry to their partner.
7. The students will then hand in their work to the ALT, which they will be handed back in their next lesson.

Additional information: 
This lesson was taught for 1st year senior high school students with fairly good English ability, so this could easily be used for proficient junior high school students as well. 
You can increase the difficulty of the game by throwing in some irregular verbs. When I did this lesson, I did multiple rounds increasing the number of irregular verbs as I went, eventually ending the game with a round of just irregular verbs. The amount of verbs should be equal to the number of students in a team.
Also, depending on the student’s ability, the worksheet may not be needed, but I find it helps for students who struggle to express themselves in writing as it helps focus ideas. But if the students are good at forming their ideas, they may not need the additional help.
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Dear diary, this is what I did last weekend….

Follow the structure to use the past tense to say what you did last weekend.

Dear diary,
Describe what activities you did last weekend……

Describe what food you ate last weekend……
Describe what TV or films you watched last weekend……
Describe anything else you did last weekend……


