Zoraiz Mehmood
Nyuzen SHS
Long-Term Projects
Creating and Performing a Dialogue
Class time needed for lesson: 5 classes, approximately 4 hours
Class size taught:  6 students
Target audience: SHS students
Objective: Throughout five classes, six students split into three groups of two and will create and perform a three-minute dialogue of a topic they have chosen.
目的： 選んだトピックについて3分間の対話ができるようになる。
Materials: Projector, laptop with PowerPoint, blackboard and writing utensils, and worksheets

Procedure: 
I. Introduction - 10 minutes
A. In the first class, the ALT will introduce a short dialogue to the students.  
1. Depending on the student’s English level, the ALT will decide what dialogue will be best suited for listening.
a. One suggestion is a 40 second dialogue that can be found online: 12. How about a Pizza? (eslyes.com). 
B.  After viewing the dialogue, the ALT will check students' understanding of the dialogue.
1. This can be done by asking the students questions about the dialogue or by making pairs to discuss the listening.
C. To promote further understanding of short dialogues in English, the ALT will give students a different short dialogue to practice their reading comprehension.
1. One suggestion is: ESL Dialogues: Brrrr! (Low-Intermediate) - (stickyball.net) 
II. Main Activity – 3 hours
A. The students will be put into random pairs of two and asked to come up with their own short dialogue which they will then perform in front of the class.
1. The students will brainstorm ideas in their pairs.
B. The students will begin writing the actual dialogue.
1. Dialogues will first be written in Japanese and then translated into English.
C. When finished writing, students will practice their dialogue.
D. Students will perform their short dialogue in front of the class.
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Additional Information: 
This activity is an attempt to get students to practice their listening, reading, writing, speaking and creativity skills, all in English.
This activity was carried out with a small class of six students. For a bigger class of about 20 to 40 students, it is recommended to make slightly bigger groups of students, such as 4 or 5.
The dialogues shown to my class were based on the student’s English level and limited to what I could find online. If I had more time, I would have written a short dialogue myself to show the students.

This activity can be modified for JHS students by giving students more time to write their dialogue as well as stricter parameters. In my class, I gave students free reign to come up with whatever idea they liked, however for JHS, it is perhaps better to set up some guidelines so that the students do not become overwhelmed. 

This activity incorporates many different aspects, and while some students may be hesitant at the idea of reciting a dialogue in front of their peers, they do enjoy coming up with ideas for their performance.
I showed my students two examples of dialogues for them to get a general idea of what to write for their own dialogue. For JHS students, they can be given more examples of dialogues to increase familiarity and understanding.
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