Alison Yamamoto 
Toyama Higashi SHS 
Debate・Discussion 
Practice in Considering Opposing Sides and How they Can be Used 
Class time needed: 40 minutes 
Class size taught: 40 
Target Audience: SHS 1st Grade
Objective: Students analyze both sides of a topic and how they can use the information 
目的：あるトピックについて両サイドの意見を分析し、情報をどのようにして使うかを考える。
Materials: PPT or Introduction Explanations, Handouts, White board
Procedure:
I. Introduction - 8-10 min 
1. Warm up in pairs – 3 minutes 
a. Using a questions or statement topic, have students practice sharing their opinions 
2. Introduce looking at opposing views 3-5 minutes
a.  Using PowerPoint, handouts, or verbal explanations, introduce the merits of considering both sides of a topic/ argument 
Note : Merits can include: How it can help in later activities, building upon skills, debate, choosing a topic, strengthening opinions or persuasive arguments, etc. 
II. Main activity – 35 minutes 
1. Provide students with basic framework on how to include opposing views and examples without diluting the original opinions’ strength - 5-10 min 
a. Explain the different parts needed when including opposing views  
i. Start with providing an opinion/ view to a topic/question/argument  
ii. Include opposing idea/opinion/ information 
iii. Counter the opposing idea/opinion/ information is not valid or unimportant 
Note: depending objective or level of class this may need more explanations and further practice
iv. Counter the opposing idea/opinion/ information is not valid or unimportant 

Note: depending objective or level of class this may need more explanations and further practice
v. Reiterate original opinion/ view 
Note: When the example is written, it is helpful if each part is differentiated. That way, students can see the differences i.e., color coded opinions for opposing views, or use underlines and boxes
2. Preparation for Discussion Practice – 10-15 min 
a. Select a topic/question/ argument 
b. In groups have students brainstorm ideas for both sides of the topic/question/ argument 
c.  Have student groups fill out a classroom T-chart 
d. Using a handout have students organize their thoughts and opinions 
i. Start with opinion -> opposing opinion-> counter example or reiteration of why their original opinion still stands or is better 
3. Discussion Practice – 5-10 minutes 
a. Practice sharing opinions with the addition of opposing views in pairs 
i. First time students can practice using their handouts
b.  Let’s Practice again!
i. Switching pairs, if necessary, repeat the activity 
c. Again, once more! 
i. Switching pairs, repeat the activity  
d. Challenge level 
i. Students switch pairs once more and repeat the activity with the addition of a rule or extra challenge. 
1.  i.e. eye contact at least 4 times, no hand out, ask one question, etc.  
III.  Closing/ Wrap up/ Extra- Practice (optional)
1. Introduce next topic/ additional writing practice 
a. Have students brainstorm for the next idea/activity
b. Writing practice 
i. Have students expand and add to their topics using their handouts as a template. 




Additional information: 
Topics can vary and be adjusted based on level and time allotted in class. More complicated topics may require research or further explanations. Having groups or class sharing (at least for the first example) can help with getting a variety of ideas.
Complexity of opposing arguments, counter arguments and reiterations of original opinions can be adjusted by level. Further explanations or more detailed instruction may be needed for constructing counter arguments and re-stating opinions. 
Remind students when using this technique, the importance not to take away credibility from their original opinions. 
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Sample Hand-out 


Topic:___________________________________________ 

Opinion: 
(In my opinion) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Opposing Opinion and Counter Argument : 
(However / But) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Re-Establishing Opinion 
(Even though) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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