Abigail McIver
Toyama SHS
Debate・Discussion

[bookmark: _gjdgxs][bookmark: _GoBack]Ministries of Japan Discussions!
Class time needed for lesson: Three 55-minute classes 
Class size taught: 20 students (could be adjusted for larger classes)
Target audience: SHS (originally for a more advanced class, but can be adjusted)
Objective: Students will be able to have a 30-minute discussion in small groups and think of solutions for issues they research beforehand. 
目的：小グループで30分のディスカッションを行い、事前に調べた問題の解決策を考えることができる。
Materials: Team discussion preparation worksheet, Tablets for students to do research in class and work on their worksheets, Paper and markers, Final plan worksheets for the 3rd class, Optional: slides to project useful information and explanations during the discussion

Procedure: 
I. 1st class: 
1. Note: these lessons were originally made for Chapter 6, “What Does It Mean To Be a Sustainable City?” in the SDGs x Discussion textbook, but it can be adjusted for different topics. 
2. Introduction - 3 minutes 
a. The ALT explains to the students that they will be doing a discussion project on how to make Toyama a more sustainable city. For this project, they are going to pretend they are working in different ministries of the Japanese government. 
b. The ALT divides the students into desired group sizes (for example: 4 groups of 5 students) and has them randomly select which ministry their group will be: 
i. Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF)
ii. Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI)
iii. Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT)
iv. Ministry of Environment
3. For the rest of class, the students work together to do research and take notes on what their ministry’s name means, what their ministry’s goal/mission is, what kind of work they do, etc. 
II. 2nd class: 
1. The students sit with their Ministry groups. The ALT explains that they are preparing for a big meeting in the next class about how to make cities in Japan more sustainable. 
a. To prepare for this big meeting, each Ministry must prepare 2 ideas for how to make Toyama a more sustainable city. These 2 ideas must be connected to what their ministry does. 
b. *If the ALT or JTL is comfortable, it can also be explained that Prime Minister ALT/JTL has asked the students, as workers in the Japanese government, to do this (students really enjoyed this added element of role play)
2. Students make a copy of the team discussion preparation document on their tablets and start working on it together (if tablets are not an option, paper worksheets can be used as well). 
3. The ALT explains that in the next class, the students will be split up into new discussion groups with members of the OTHER ministries. In these discussions, they will need to: 
a. Briefly explain what their ministry is and what they do 
b. Explain their ministry’s 2 ideas for how to make Toyama a more sustainable city in about 1.5 minutes
4. In the last 5 minutes of class, the ALT hands out pieces of paper and markers to each group. The students will make name tags to use in their “meeting” in the next class. They should write their name and their assigned Ministry. 
5. The ALT collects the students’ name tags and later uses these to assign their discussion groups for the next class by writing A, B, C, D, or E. 
III. 3rd class: 
1. The ALT hands back the students’ name tags with their assigned discussion groups (A, B, C, D, or E). 
2. The students have 5 minutes to review their team’s preparation document with their 2 ideas and practice explaining it in 2 minutes. 
3. The students move their desks into 5 groups, and the ALT decides which will be groups A, B, C, D, and E. 
a. Students sit in their new discussion groups based on what letter is written on their nametag. 
4. The ALT distributes worksheets for each student to take notes during the discussion, as well as a “Final Plan” worksheet for each group
5. Start the “meeting”! 
a. Optional: slides can be helpful to help explain each part of the discussion 
b. Introductions - 1 minute 
i. Each student must introduce themselves to their group with their name and what Ministry they are from (this helps get them into more of the role playing mindset and they may also find it funny)


c. Part 1 - each ministry shares their ideas - 12 minutes
i. Each student will have 2 minutes to explain what their ministry does and what their 2 ideas are for how to make Toyama a more sustainable city
ii. The other students in their group should listen and take notes and make comments or ask questions if there is time
d. Part 2 - discuss and decide on their Final Plan - 15 minutes
i. The ALT explains that now that they have heard each ministry’s ideas, they must think about - which ideas are the most sustainable and best for Toyama’s future? 
ii. With this question in mind, the students must discuss in English and narrow down to two ideas for their “Final Plan” that everyone in their group can agree on. They can combine multiple ideas, or take parts of some ideas, but they must narrow down to 2 ideas that they will write on their “Final Plan” worksheet. At the end of the 15 minutes, each group will read their “Final Plan” to Prime Minister ALT/JTL. 
iii. At the end of the discussion time, each group will choose a Spokesperson. One at a time, each Spokesperson reads their ideas to the class and to Prime Minister ALT/JTL (students enjoyed getting into the roleplay with this part and bowing very formally to the Prime Minister ALT/JTL). The ALT and JTL can provide comments or feedback on the students' ideas. 

Additional information: 
This activity can definitely be tweaked for different topics and different ministries of the Japanese government. Of course, other country’s government organizations could be used as well depending on the topic. 

This was a good activity to get students thinking about real world issues in their home city and also to have them learn a bit more about how the Japanese government functions. 











Sustainable Cities in Japan
Meeting Preparation

Instructions: With your group, please think of 2 ideas for how to make Toyama a more sustainable city. Your ideas must be connected to the areas that your Ministry focuses on. You can think about: 
· New things that could be built - buildings, facilities, transportation, infrastructure, etc. 
· New programs that you could start - community activities, local government programs, etc. 
· Things that already exist that can be improved

What is your ministry? [WRITE MINISTRY HERE]
Who is in your ministry? [WRITE GROUP MEMBERS’ NAMES HERE]

Ministry Description: Please write a 1-2 sentence description of your Ministry and what it focuses on: 

IDEA 1: Answer the questions below in 2 sentences. Be specific - give details! 
1. What is your idea? 
2. How does your idea benefit Toyama? 
3. What makes your idea sustainable (environmentally friendly AND can last a long time)?

IDEA 2: Answer the questions below in 2 sentences. Be specific - give details! 
1. What is your idea? 
2. How does your idea benefit Toyama? 
3. What makes your idea sustainable (environmentally friendly AND can last a long time)?



Final Plan from Committee [A]

Idea 1: Please describe it in at least 2 sentences. 







Idea 2: Please describe it in at least 2 sentences. 
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