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Quick Activities

[bookmark: _GoBack]American vs British English
Class time needed for lesson: 20-25 minutes, can be made longer
Class size taught: 40
Target audience: First grade SHS
Objective: A fun warm up introducing some differences between some variants of English, where students work in small groups in a competitive, quick-fire game. 
目的：ウォームアップ活動として速射ゲームを通して英語の方言のいくつかの違いを導入する。
Materials: PowerPoint presentation, paper for students to write their answers on, stopwatch

Procedure: 
I. Introduction – 2 minutes 
1. The ALT will greet the class, hand out paper, and organize students into groups of four or five (this works best if the students move their desks to form tables).
2. The ALT will then explain the rules of the game. 
a. “This game will teach you the differences between American and British English. You can watch out for these differences in movies, or as they’re known in Britain, films! I will show you a British word on the screen and explain to you what it means. In your group, you will then try to guess what the American version is.”
II. Main section – at least 15 minutes
1. The ALT will show a Powerpoint slide with a British word on it and give an explanation of what it is, miming the word if necessary. If the word is hard to pronounce, get students to repeat after you.
2. The ALT will then set a stopwatch for two minutes and ask students to discuss what they think the American version of the word is and write it on their paper.
3. When the time is up, the ALT can choose to either go around and ask individual groups their answer and praise them if they are correct, or they could ask all the groups to hold their paper up. More energetic classes often enjoy the ALT coming to them!
4. The correct answer is shown on the next slide, along with an image of the word, and team points are marked on the chalkboard.
5. Game repeats. Some classes may require more or less time for each question, adjust as you see fit. 
III. Wrap up – 3 minutes
1. The ALT will congratulate the group with the most points. 
2. If extra time is left at the end, consider thinking of some other differences in language, like “colour” vs “color”, “defence” vs “defense”, etc., and pronunciation of words like “Caribbean”. This can be a good time to explain why some ALTs may use versions of words that students aren’t aware of!

Additional information: 
Examples of words could be: 
Aubergine - eggplant (pronounce this one for the students!)
Flats - apartments
Petrol - gasoline
Crisps - chips
Trousers - pants
Jam - jelly

If this class needs to be stretched out, a good linking activity is some simple slides on "Where does this happen?", with questions on cultural differences (e.g., which side of the road to drive on, pub culture).
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