Rina Roberts-Whyte
Fushiki SHS
Miscellaneous
World News Wordsmith
Class time needed for lesson: 45 minutes
Class size taught: Any class size
Target audience: SHS – 2nd grade and 3rd grade
Objective: After this lesson, students will be able to improve their English listening and subjective writing skills by listening to world news.
目的：世界のニュースを聞くことで、英語のリスニングと主観的なライティングのスキルを向上させることができる。
Materials: Worksheet, news video or news article (if using a news article then someone to read aloud), whiteboard or chalkboard to write answers, answer sheet for ALT and JTL

Procedure:
I. Introduction – 4 minutes
1. ALT briefly greets the class and gives a brief introduction of the topic. 
a. For example, a short powerpoint presentation or class discussion about the environment or climate change. 
II. Main Activity – 41 minutes
1. Listening Activity – 16 minutes. 
a. The teachers distribute worksheets to every student. Students will listen to the article read aloud and/or listen to the video twice.
b. The teachers give a 20-second gap in between listening.
i) If in a lower-level classroom, or if students are visibly confused, the teachers can allow for discussion in pairs after the completion of the listening but before discussion of the answers.
c. The ALT and the JTL will explain the article to the class.
d. Answers for each “fill in the gap” will be given aloud by students with students either volunteering an answer or by being called on by the ALT or JTL.
2. Comprehension Exercises - 10 minutes 
a. The worksheet contains two sets of comprehension exercises related to the news article, such as ‘synonym match-up’ or ‘true or false’ questions.
i) The students will answer the questions solo.
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ii) If in a low-level class, the students may use a dictionary.
b. As a class, the answers will be given by individual students aloud. 
III. Conclusion – 15 minutes
1. Subjective Writing Skills Exercise - 15 minutes 
a. The students will complete a writing task answering the question prompts on the worksheet. 
i) Question prompts will ask for personal opinions on a topic related to the news article.


Additional Information:
This template is really flexible and can be changed from topic to topic. I have been using it for world news discussion with a focus on the environment. The combination of the listening practice with the comprehension activities is a good way to measure understanding of the topic. 

The subjective writing exercise works as a nice form of assessment for the lesson. Any assessment criteria for this task would be based on correct grammar and spelling, and on complexity of sentences. 

Depending on the complexity of whatever news article you use, and the level of your students, you can allow the use of dictionaries and/or allow discussion of answers. 

Link to article used in worksheet: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/av/66235410

Artwork (turtle) used in the worksheet created and provided by me (the author).
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Environmental News

Listening Exercise
Listen to the article twice. Fill in the blanks.
First this week we head to the south-west coast of France where 200 divers
gathered to be trained in collection. More than 70 kilos of rubbish was
collected during a vast underwater cleanup operation. The organisers hope that

these swimmers can help spread the word to other that divers can play
an important role in cleaning up the oceans whilst enjoying the underwater world

Next, to Greece, where wildfires caused devastation this year. As well as many

other animals, around 400 tortoises were rescued from the fires and brought here
are looking after them, treating any

to an animal shelter near Athens.
injuries and checking their progress so they can be released back into the

once they’re fully recovered - something these volunteers are hoping can happen
as soon as possible.

to Nicaragua in Central America for good news about some other
turtles. More than a thousand endangered sea turtles have laid their eggs at La
Flor on Nicaragua’s south coast. Tourists were amazed to withess so many
turtles laying their eggs. The hope is they will hatch and to their own
homes in the ocean. The turtles were given to safely get to the sea to start
their life journeys.
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True or False? Q Q

The underwater cleanup in France involved 200 divers
collecting more than 70 kilos of rubbish.
The sea turtles in Nicaragua laid their eggs on La Flor
beach on the country's north coast.

Volunteers in Nicaragua helped the sea turtles safely
get to the ocean to begin their life journeys.

The sea turtles in Nicaragua are a common species
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Do you think that tourism is good or bad for the envionment? Why? Answer in full sentences.




