Grace Olwell
Toyama Minami SHS
Debate・Discussion
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]No Prep Debate: Ping Pong Debate
Class time needed for lesson: 45-50 minutes
Class size taught: 30-40 students
Target audience: SHS 2nd grade
Objective: In one class, students will practice brainstorming and a quick style debate format in groups.  
目的: グループでブレーンストーミングや討論のし方を練習する。
Materials: Brainstorming worksheet, Debate phrases worksheet, a timer
Procedure: 
I. Introduction - 5 minutes
1. The teacher explains to the students the quick back and forth no-research style debate -- like ping pong.  
2. The teacher introduces the topic. 
a. If there is a difficult word in the topic, the ALT has students talk to each other in pairs about the meaning in Japanese and then have the JTL confirm or correct. 
b. If students do not know the concept of brainstorming, the teacher explains or shows it to them. They need to try and think of many ideas.
c. Topics used in class:
i. Should homework be banned?
ii. Should zoos be banned?
iii. Should all students study abroad? 
iv. Should all students be in club activities?
II. Individual Brainstorming - 10 minutes
1. Note: This is adjustable to student level. Some classes might need more or less time.
2. The teacher emphasizes that any opinion is ok!! There are no bad ideas.
3. The teacher has them write some pros AND cons about the given topic. 


III. Share - 5 minutes
1. The teacher has the students move their desks into groups of four people.
2. The teacher has them share their brainstormed ideas with their group members for 5 minutes
3. Note: Talking in Japanese is ok here to explain what they wrote.
4. The teacher encourages them to write down their group members' ideas. 
IV. Explain the phrases and decide pro and con - 5 minutes
1. The teacher explains that each group of four has two teams: Pros who are in support of the topic, and Cons, who are against it.
2. The people sitting next to each other are teammates.
3. The teacher goes over the debate phrases sheet. 
4. The teacher emphasizes the starting phrase. 
a. Note: It would be good to write it on the board as well.
5. Depending on the class' English level, the ALT has the JTL briefly translate the other phrases into Japanese.
6. The teacher has the two teams janken to decide who is pro and con.
V. Ping pong debate round one - 3 minutes
1. The teacher puts 3 minutes on the timer.
2. The teacher reminds the students that the pro team goes first.
3. The debate begins.
VI. Ping pong debate round two - 3 minutes 
1. The teacher has the teams in each group switch pro and con sides.
2. The teacher puts three minutes on the timer.
3. The debate begins.
VII. Have the teams rotate - 2 minutes
1. One team from each group stands up and slides over to the neighboring group. The students say, “bye bye,” as they change groups.  All groups should have new people to debate with.
a. Note: Drawing on the board to demonstrate the slide, and explaining it in Japanese is very helpful here.
VIII. Repeat steps V and VI - 12 minutes
IX. Reflection - 5 to 10 minutes 
1. The students answer two reflection questions. 
a. Note: It is okay if they don’t finish the two questions. 
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2. The teacher may also go straight into reflection after the first two rounds if that suits your students or lesson length better.
Additional Information:
This lesson really benefits from being repeated multiple times. Repeating the activity can help the students work through their nervousness, improve at considering both sides of an argument, and have more fun.
_______(topic)_______
You are going to have a ping pong debate! 

Step 1: Brainstorming
What ideas can you think of? First, think individually. 

	Pros (Positive)

	

	Cons (Negative)

	



Step 2: Have the Ping Pong Debate!
Get into groups of 4, 2 pairs, and choose pro and con sides. 
· Pro side goes first. Try to continue your debate for around 3 minutes. 


Repeat the Ping Pong Debate! Change sides 



Helpful Debate Phrases
				   PRO	               CON
	
A
	
b

	
C
	
d


PRO team goes first 

STARTING PHRASE:
· We think that ________(topic)_________ because… 

HELPFUL PHRASES
· I can also add… 
· You said that… but …
· I agree with you that … on the other hand … 
· We understand your point about … but we believe that … 
· You have a good point but…
· We disagree because…
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