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Class time needed for lesson: 30 minutes per lesson, over 3 lessons
Class size taught: 9-32 students
Target audience: ES 3rd and 4th grade
Objective: Students will understand that the names of English letters and the sounds they make are different. Students will also be able to pronounce and recognize all the sounds of the English alphabet.
目的：アルファベットの読み方とアルファベットの発音が違うことを理解し、各文字の音を発音できるようになる。
Materials:  Alphabet Sounds table printout (Prepared in advance - see example below), whiteboard or chalkboard

Procedure: 
I. Prepare and pass out the Alphabet Sounds table - 2 minutes
1. The table should be printed in color, and big enough to fit each of the 26 letters in their own cell. 
2. The letter, an example image (not included in the example below), and a word corresponding to that image should all fit into one cell.
a. For example:  The letter A can be in a cell above an image of an apple, with the word “APPLE” written in capital letters along the bottom.
3. Both the JTL and ALT distribute the printout to each student.
4. The JTL explains that this is an important paper, and that students must properly put it away for future use.
II.	Explain the difference between a letter’s name and its sound - 15 minutes
1. The ALT, with support from the JTL, explains to the students that Japanese is written for the most part with kana, which have a 1 to 1 relationship with their names and sounds.
a. For example: the name for the character た is “ta.”  The sound it makes is also “ta.”
2. The ALT, with support from the JTL, then explains that, for English letters, this is not the case. For example, the name for the letter “G” is pronounced “jee,” but the sound it represents is “g-” as in “grapes.”
3. The ALT goes over a set amount of letters and their sounds. 
a. It is best to separate the 26 letters into three separate class periods to avoid burnout among students.  The suggested split is A-K, L-S, and T-Z.
b. The ALT says the alphabet name, pronounces the sound of the alphabet two or three times, then says and points to the example word.  They then have the students repeat. 
c. For example:  ALT - “A.  aah, aah, apple.”  Students - “A. aah, aah, apple.”
4. Repeat this pattern, checking students’ understanding, until done with the day's set of letters.  Once each individual letter for the day has been practiced, repeat each letter’s name and sound from A as a final review.
III.	Quiz the students’ understanding - 13 minutes
1. At the end of each Alphabet Sounds practice, the ALT tells the students that it’s time for a quiz.   Students make groups of three to four.
2. The ALT writes a simple, three letter word on the chalkboard which follows the sound rules studied in the lesson.  They allow time for the students to pronounce the word on their own.
a. For example:  “CAT” is a good choice because each letter makes separate, simple sounds.  A word like “SEA” is not recommended because the teachers would need to take additional time to explain that the letters e and a together make the “ee” sound in “bee,” and not the sounds “eh” and “ah,” separately. 
b. Recommended words: VET, CAT, DOG, HOG, HAT, BAM, TIP, SET, BED, CAN, BOX, MAT, HIP, CUP, LEG.
3. In their groups, students talk and attempt to pronounce the word.  After a given amount of time, the teachers ask each group how they would pronounce the word written on the board.  The students count themselves off and say their pronunciation all together. 
4. The teachers may repeat this final portion three to four times.

Additional information: 
This is meant to supplement the alphabet units in Let’s Try 1 and Let’s Try 2.  
Students will already be studying the alphabet during their Japanese (kokugo) lessons for the use of romaji.   Because of this, students usually get plenty of time learning the shapes and names of the letters, but not much time for recognizing the sounds.  This supplemental lesson is meant to fill that gap, and improve students basic English pronunciation.

A				APPLE	B				BALL	C				CAT	D				DOG
E				EGG	F				FISH	G				GRAPES	H				HAT
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Q				QUEEN	R				ROBOT	S				SNAKE	T				TIGER
U				UMBRELLA	V				VIOLIN	W				WATER	X
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