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Clash of Plans - “I’m going to…” Practice
Class time needed for lesson: 45-50 minutes
Class size taught: 20-30 students
Target audience: JHS - 2nd Year
Objective: In one class, students will practice writing “I’m going to…” sentences, aiming to create unique and varied submissions to gain points against other teams.
目的: 一つの授業では、生徒たちは「〜するつもり」という文を書く練習をし、他のチームと競いながら、ユニークで多様な文を作ってポイントを獲得します。
Materials: digital board/TV, whiteboards, dry-erase markers, whiteboard erasers, verb sheet

Procedure:
I. Class Preparation and Review - 5 minutes
1. The ALT and JTL will review the “I’m going to…” grammar with the class.
a. The ALT will introduce different prefectures/cities on the digital board to the class. Then, the ALT will explain their plans in that place using the “I’m going to…” grammar.
i) Example: “I’m going to hike Mt. Tate in Toyama.”
ii) Sentences should be about well-known and famous activities in each prefecture. Each sentence should also use different verbs (eat, go to, see, hike, buy, etc.)
b. The JTL will confirm the meaning of each sentence with the class.
2. The ALT and JTL will ask the students to brainstorm some famous activities to do in their home prefecture.
a. In pairs, the students will brainstorm ideas in Japanese or English.
b. The JTL will ask for volunteers to share. The ALT will write the idea on the class board. 
i) If the student shares the idea in Japanese, the JTL will work with the class to generate the English equivalent sentence.
II. Game Set Up - 3 minutes
1. The JTL will break the class into groups of four to five students.
2. The ALT will distribute one whiteboard, one dry-erase marker, one eraser, and one verb worksheet to each group.
3. Each group will choose their first writer.
III. Game - 40 minutes
1. The ALT will ask the class to please tell them about some famous activities in Japan.
2. On the digital board/tv, the ALT will display a prefecture of their choice.
3. The students have one to two minutes to write an “I’m going to…” sentence using the displayed prefecture and one verb from their verb sheet.
a. Example: “I’m going to drink green tea in Kyoto.”
4. The ALT and JTL will circle the groups, encouraging students to work together to brainstorm ideas and generate sentences for the writer.
5. After the set time has elapsed, each group will hold up their board towards the ALT at once.
a. Teams that meet any of the following conditions will receive zero points:
i) If two or more teams have the same sentence
ii) If a team has a spelling error of a known/taught word or has improper punctuation. Romaji of place names are accepted, as long as they are properly capitalized and employ Hepburn romanization correctly.
iii) If a team repeats a verb they have already used
iv) If a team writes a general sentence that does not draw a special connection to the displayed prefecture
(1) Example: “I’m going to go shopping in Toyama.”
b. Teams that meet the following conditions will receive one point:
i) If a team has a unique sentence
ii) If the team’s sentence is error-free (spelling, capitalization, punctuation)
iii) If the team uses a verb they have not used before
iv) If the team’s sentence relates to the prefecture displayed
c. The JTL will award one team an extra bonus point based on how unique/interesting their sentence is. Judging criteria is to the JTLs discretion
i) Example: “I’m going to watch ukai fishing in Gifu.” 
6. The JTL will write the scores for each team on the class board.
a. Each team will cross out the verb they used in that round from the verb sheet.
b. Each team will cleanly erase their whiteboard, and pass all writing materials to the next student.
7. Repeat steps 2-6 for each new prefecture.
IV. Class Results - 2 minutes
1. The JTL will calculate the final score for each group. Reward the winning team with a round of applause.



Additional Information:
Personally, this was a very fun activity for me to run. I love travelling and researching fun things to do in each prefecture of Japan. I learned a lot from the students and even kept some of their plans for my own personal travels. There are many variations of this same game. You can change the prefectures to countries; you can have the students pick prefectures and instead of the same sentence rules, you can change it to the same prefectures; you can even change it to the same verb rules.
The verb sheet and its subsequent rules are optional. However, I decided to employ it because I noticed without it, many teams will choose the same three verbs (see, eat, go to) to write all of their sentences. I think it also adds an added layer of difficulty since each team has to strategize on which verbs to use for certain prefectures, since they do not know what prefecture the ALT will display next.
Also, I will advise caution with some of the scoring rules. Especially regarding the sentence connection to each prefecture. For example, one group wrote “I’m going to drink water in Nagano.” My JTL and I had initially given them a zero until the group explained that Nagano is famous for delicious water due to the melting snow.
