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Looking Back to the Past

Class time: 55 min

Class size: 2- 40

Target audience: SHS 1st years

Objective: Write a letter to JHS students and tell them what you did, and what you wish you did in JHS. This is meant to be used along with the Genius 1 textbook of course, but you can use it without if it fits your classes needs.

目的: 中学校の生徒に、中学校時代に何をしたか、何をしておけばよかったかを手紙で伝えることができる。

Materials: Genius 1: English logic and Expression ll Textbook & teachers book and model letter (reference attached at the end)

Procedure: 

I. Grammar check: 5 min 
1. Review work it out answers on the the board (Genius pg. 45)
II. Warm-up chat: 5 min
1. If there was something you would have done differently when you were younger, what would it be?  “I would have….” -If you could do one more thing in the day, what would it be? “I would…”
III. Model and Worksheet: 20-30 min-
1. Teachers hand out “Looking back” worksheet. Present the model letter to the class.
2. ALT reads the model twice, slowly the first time, students listen and take notes
3. Students answer the questions on their worksheets, check with their partner 
4. Check answers as a class 
5. If time, read the model on the back of their worksheet (all together)
6. ALT reads the expressions on the worksheet and S’s repeat
7. On their worksheets In order: 
8. Step 1 – S’s brainstorm things they did and could have done in Junior highschool  
9. Step 2 – Ss share their ideas with a partner 
10. Step 3 – Ss write a letter to a Junior high school student. They should tell the JHS student what they did and what they wish they had done. And some advice/suggestions! (Unit 9)
IV. Try it out: 10 min
1. Put students into groups of 4. They will each have 1 minute to read their letters out loud.
2. As a group, students must decide which letter has the best advice, and be 
3. If time: Discuss in groups “What advice would you give to your future self?” 
V. Wrap-up: 5 min
1. Explain next classes homework, and important announcements. Answer any questions.
 
Example model letter

Letter to JHS students-
Hello! My name is Clare Clark! I am from America. Today I would like to tell you about what I did in middle school. In America we go to elementary school, middle school, high school, and then college. When I was in middle school I had many options. I would often go to folk dance class where we learned dances from many countries. I used to read  books everyday after school. I wish I had read more books in middle school, and if I could I would have played more sports too. I should have learned more about high school before graduating from middle school. If I were you I would spend more time learning about things you like. I would advise you to enjoy middle school, but you should also participate in more sports and subjects. Good luck! 



Additional information: 
This lesson is a part of a series of lessons from Genius 1. If you are using this textbook consistently, this is a lesson for you! Admittedly if you would like to try this lesson as a solo attempt. I would introduce the textbook unit 9 to the students. You could photo copy this single chapter for example, and give them ample time to understand the content before executing the lesson. 

This lesson works for 2 at minimum or as many students as you like, it is best if they have a partner to roll ideas off of for the warm-up chat, and throughout the lesson. The underlying motivator could be that the letters will actually be sent to a JHS, but that depends on your school's approval and process. 


Clare Clark
Toyama SHS
Textbook Lesson
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Hello! My name is Clare Clark! | am from America. Today | would like to tell you about
what | did in middle school. In America we go to elementary school, middle school, high
school, and then college. When | was in middle school | had many options. | would
often go to folk dance class where we learned dances from many countries. | used

to read books everyday after school. | wish | had read more books in middle school,
and if | could | would have played more sports too. | should have learned more about
high school before graduating from middle school. |f | were you | would spend more
time learning about things you like. | would advise you to enjoy middle school, but you
should also participate in more sports and subjects. Good luck!

Were you able to:

Give advice to Junior High school students?
Give reasons or examples in your advice?
Engage actively with your classmates?
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Unit 7: Looking back

¢ Listen ¥ Listen to the modal and answer the questions.

Take notes:

Question 1. What did the ALT do in middle school?

Answer:

Question 2. What does the ALT wish she had done in middleschool?

Answer:

Step 2 : Discuss what you did, and could have done with your partner

Take notes:

(*Hints: What did you do in JHS? What do you wish you had done in JHS?

Step 3 : Write a letter to a JHS student

Introduce yourself.
Tell a JHS student what you did in JHS.
Tell a JHS student what you wish you had done in JHS

Give a JHS student some advice! (Remember Unit 9: expressions for giving advice!)
Please write at leat 60 words!

Eali i ol

Y Exppressions ¢
Expressions for reflecting on the past
o | In Junior Highschool
e When lwas 1
e lusedto
e | would often
Expressions for Regrets
e lregret not
e lwish I had

e Ifl could, | would have.
e Ishould have,

Step 1 :Brainstorming

Hello!

Things you did in JHS Things you could have done in JHS
1 1
2 2
3. 3.

Total words:
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