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Class time needed for lesson: 50 minutes
Class size taught:  35-40 students
Target audience: All Grade Levels
Objective:  Students will spend the class period creating Christmas cards for their friends and families.
目的：生徒たちは授業時間中に、友人や家族へのクリスマスカードを作成します。
Materials: A4 colored paper cut into half, a sample card created by the ALT, drawing utensils like coloring pencils and crayons, projector, laptop, and something to play music (computer connected to a projector, cd player, etc…)

Procedure: 
I. Preparation 
1. Before the class, the ALT will have to prepare their own Christmas card as a sample. 
2. A Christmas card should include a festive greeting, a short personal message, and a signature at the end.
3. Using a store bought card as the sample card is fine, but if the ALT is a good artist, creating one is better.
4. The ALT should procure Christmas colored (red and green) paper and cut them in half. Each student will receive one half, so make sure there is enough for every student. The staff room may also already have colored paper ready to be used.
5. Procure drawing utensils. Again, the staff room may have them. 

II.        Explanation - 5-10 minutes 
1. The ALT will explain what a Christmas card is and the tradition of giving them out. Likening them to a Japanese New Year’s Card (年賀状) will help them understand, as that is essentially the Japanese equivalent.
a. Make sure to tell students about what to write in a christmas card. Something like a thank you letter, a festive greeting, and a signature will suffice. 
b. If needed, introduce holiday season phrases like “Happy Holidays” and “Merry Christmas.”
c. Tell the students about decorating it as well. Things like drawing a snowman or a reindeer are very simple.
2. The ALT will present a sample Christmas card. The ALT may either pass it around the classroom or show photos of the card via a projector.
3. Tell the students to address the card to anyone they would like, such as a parent or friend.
III.      Christmas Card Writing Activity - 40-45 minutes 
1. The ALT will pass out the colored paper. Each student should receive a half.
a. Have students fold the half they received, so it becomes similar to a greeting card.
2. The ALT will distribute the drawing utensils or place them in the front of the classroom for students to use.
3. Tell the students to start writing and decorating their cards.
4. Start playing Christmas music. It will serve as background music.
5. After they have finished, tell them to be sure to give the card to the person they’ve addressed it to.
Additional information: 
1. My school provided the colored paper and drawing utensils, but you can also ask the art teacher or a JTE, and they may be willing to help you out.
2. If you want to use a store bought card as a sample, any book store in Toyama will be selling Christmas cards around the holiday season.
3. If you aren't familiar with enough Christmas songs to last a whole period, with the JTE’s permission, you can take song requests from students. My students know a lot of Japanese Christmas songs. 
Christmas Card/Note Example:
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