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Practicing Pronunciation
Class time needed for lesson: 35 minutes
Class size taught:  20-40 students
Target audience: 1st year Senior High School students (lower-level students)
Objective: In one class, students will be able to recognize and distinguish between the targeted English sounds more accurately in short words and phrases.
目的：短い単語やフレーズに含まれる英語の音をより正確に認識し、区別できるようになる。

Materials: Cards with short phrases written on them; stickers, a PowerPoint presentation, and worksheets.

Procedure: 
I. Warmer activity: Broken telephone (10 minutes)
a. Whisper a phrase to each person at the end of each row and show them the phrase on the card. One row is equal to one team. Only the person at the beginning of the row is allowed to read the phrase and listen to the pronunciation of the phrase by the ALT. 
b. Each team must pass the message down, but they must whisper! The rule is that each student can only say the phrase twice and hear the phrase twice. 
c. The person at the end of each row must relay the message to the ALT. Whichever team relays the message the most accurately wins a point.
d. Example phrases: “The dog chews a shoe.” “Can you see what I say and say what I see?” “Rick likes rice.”
II. Presentation: Distinguishing between sounds (10 minutes)
a. Choose sounds that are tricky for learners to distinguish between and have them up on the screen, for example:
Light                 Right
Glass               Grass
Berry                 Very
Net                   Met
b. Students pronounce the word after the ALT. The ALT’s pronunciation should be very clear with exaggerated movements of the mouth so that students can clearly distinguish the difference between the sounds.
III. Worksheet: Listening game, which word did I say?
a. Students are given a worksheet with a list of different words on it (the words should incorporate the target language, for example l/ r/ v/ b/ n /m). The ALT should read out the words in a random order.  Then, students must circle the word they think the ALT has said. This activity can be done individually or in groups. 
b. At the end, students check their answers; whichever group has the most correct answers gets a sticker.
IV. Wrap-up and reflection:
a. Ask students, “Which sound was the hardest for you?” and “What can help you remember the difference?”


Additional information: 
This is a great lesson to try before performance tests or presentations. It is a fun way to challenge students to hear and pronounce the target language correctly. While the aim is for students to be able to distinguish between tricky sounds, it is just as important for them to feel comfortable trying to pronounce the words correctly. So, keep the environment light and fun! 
