Kaya Shimizu
Uozu SHS
Culture・Discussion
Toronto Mans Slang

Class time needed for lesson: 50 minutes

Class size taught: 40 students

Target Audience: 2nd year SHS students (adaptable to 1st and 2nd years too)

Objective: In one class, students will be introduced to Toronto slang, its history, and ethical concerns related to its usage (i.e. cultural appropriation). They will use their knowledge of English root words to guess the meaning behind Toronto slang and will discuss a case study related to cultural appropriation.

目的：トロントのスラングや歴史的背景、およびその使用に関する倫理的な問題（文化の盗用）を理解すること、英単語の語源からスラングの意味を推測し、事例研究を通して文化の盗用について議論すること。

Materials:
· Printed card deck of slang terms and their definitions
· Slideshow
· Content notes
· Slang terms handout

Procedure:

I. Warm-up: Word of the day - 5 min
1.   Students will be shown the word of the day: “appropriation.” The ALT will break down how to pronounce it and the class will repeat after them twice.
2. The ALT will explain what “appropriation” means and will show an example of it in the slideshow. 
II. Introduction to Toronto slang - 5 min
1. The ALT will introduce students to the “Toronto Mans” stereotype (see content notes). 
2. The students will get to hear what the Toronto accent and slang sounds like by watching a video in the PowerPoint. The ALT should ask after watching:
a. How much were the students able to understand?
b. Who thinks the accent sounds cool and who thinks it sounds funny?
III. Activity: Guess the Toronto slang - 15 min
1. Using the printed card deck, half of the students will be given a Toronto slang word and half of the students will be given a slang definition.
2. Students will have 10 minutes to walk around and try to find the person whose definition matches their slang word. They are not allowed to use their tablets. 
3. Once students think they have found their partner, they can check with the ALT. If they are incorrect, they must continue looking.
4. At the end, the ALT will match the leftover pairs and provide a handout with all the slang terms and their definitions.
IV. Lesson: Perception, history, and ethics of Toronto slang (see content notes) - 10 min
1. Remind students of how they perceived the Toronto accent initially. Then, share what most other people think about it. 
2. Explain how the Toronto accent emerged and why its negative perception is problematic.
3. Tell the students there are some ethical issues related to the use of Toronto slang. To understand these issues, students will be introduced to the concepts of cultural appropriation and appreciation. 
a. Remind students that they learned the meaning of “appropriation” at the beginning of the lesson. Contrast this general definition to the meaning of cultural appropriation.
4. Now that students understand cultural appropriation vs cultural appreciation, explain that there is a debate whether everyone can use Toronto slang since it is mainly Jamaican Patois. Poll the class to see their opinions:
a. Is it cultural appropriation to use Toronto slang if you are not Caribbean?
5. Explain that there is no right answer because the line between cultural appropriation and cultural appreciation can be blurry. 
V. Discussion: Kimono case study - 15 min
1. Students will now have the chance to apply what they’ve learned using a case study on cultural appropriation related to Japanese culture. They will discuss the two questions in the slideshow in groups of 4 and then share their answers with the rest of the class.
2. Case study: American celebrity Kim Kardashian launched a new shapewear line in 2019 named Kimono. Many people accused Kim of cultural appropriation. Even the mayor of Kyoto wrote a letter to Kim explaining why this was inappropriate. In the end, Kim changed the name to SKIMS. Why was what Kim did cultural appropriation? What could she have done differently if she wanted to use the name KIMONO?

Additional Information:

· Depending on the class, the concept of cultural appropriation vs cultural appreciation may be difficult for the students to grasp in English. Give them time to discuss the concept in pairs to make sure they understand before relating it back to Toronto slang. The JTE could also provide a translation in Japanese.
· During the discussion, try to probe students to give more specific reasons as to why the case study is an example of cultural appropriation. 


Link to Lesson Plan Folder:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Cj7FRYakU0PlBFcjy2-s6Pmy2d-ZsIti?usp=sharing

