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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Valentine’s Day Card Lesson
Class time needed for lesson: 45 minutes
Class size taught:  Varies, whole class activity, 1-40
Target audience: 1st-4th grade elementary school students
Objective: In one lesson, students will make a Valentine’s Day card for a friend or family member using simple adjectives.
目的：簡単な形容詞を使って、友達や家族に送るバレンタインデー カードを作る。

Materials: Card template - in this case, coloring sheet shaped like a heart (For additional scaffolding, traceable words/sentence stem can be added to the inside of the heart for 1st-2nd grade).
Slide with pictures for vocabulary and pictures of different characters.

Procedure: 
1. Introduce students to the objective.
a. T: It’s February. We have Valentine’s Day.
b. T: It’s a popular day in ____(America). You can give gifts to important people.
c. In ____ (America), Children give Valentine cards to parents, grandparents, friends, and classmates.
d. T: Let’s make a Valentine’s card for someone. 
e. Show students the beginning of example card, with only the recipient written down.
f. T: I’m going to make one for my mother/friend/etc. See, it says ______.
i. Note: for 1st/2nd/possibly 3rd, write this in JP to assure students it’s okay to write recipient’s name/title in JP
2. Introduce students to the goal of writing an English message on the card.
a. T: I’m going to make a nice message on the card.
b. T: Let’s learn some English to make a Valentine’s card.
3. Review and practice vocabulary words with pictures.
a. KIND, COOL, FUN, SMART, CUTE
b. Add words to the board, spell them together (+ katakana/hiragana for assist if necessary, can always erase midway)
c. I’ll show you some pictures of characters. FUN, COOL, KIND, CUTE, or SMART?
4. Show students a variety of characters/animals/etc. On a count of 3/signal, students call out one word to describe them
5. Model creation of card with document camera
a. T: Okay, it’s time to make our card. 
b. Teacher models card creation by adding YOU ARE statement and HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY.
6. Any questions?
a. Write the key words/phrases on the board at this point for students to reference, if there is something that hasn’t been added already
7. Once student concerns have been addressed, allow for some time for students to make and decorate cards. Optionally, if they can tell you their intended message in English, they can get some nice stickers to decorate. Decorate your own, too.
8. Closing: Review words and phrases with students, and wish them a happy Valentine’s day.

Additional information:
Activity was initially used for lower grades, but can easily be adapted to higher grades by introducing: proper capital usage, other adjectives, new sentence structure, etc.
For lower grades, a Japanese explanation is relatively necessary, which is why the script is simple - it’s easier to translate. Especially the explanation at the beginning of the lesson, which I accompany with pictures of the kinds of cards/Valentines that students in American elementary schools typically give or make
